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No. 03    March 2024  

 

Over 70.0 percent of females and males aged 15-49 who have heard about 

HIV have discriminatory attitudes towards people living with HIV.  

Ghana Statistical Service throws light on discriminatory attitudes towards people living with 

HIV on International Zero Discrimination Day 

 

Nationally, almost eight in every 10 (78.4%) females and seven in every 10 (72.1%) 

males aged 15-49 who have heard about HIV have discriminatory attitudes towards 

people living with HIV. Discriminatory attitudes is the inclination that children living with 

HIV should not attend school with children who are HIV negative or would not buy 

fresh vegetables from a shopkeeper who has HIV. The percentage with discriminatory 

attitudes is higher in rural areas (85.5% for females and 78.1% for males) compared to 

urban (73.4% for females and 67.3% of males).  

Among females aged 15 to 49 in eight regions – Ahafo (87.0%), Savannah (86.8%), Oti 

(86.4), North East (85.9%), Northern (85.7%), Upper West (83.8%), Western North (84.4%) 

and Upper East (80.1%) – over four in five have discriminatory attitudes towards people 

living with HIV. In comparison, three regions – North East (85.2%), Northern (83.1%) and 

Oti (81.5%) – have more than four in five males aged 15-49 with discriminatory attitudes 

towards people living with HIV. 

Persons with more education are less likely to show discriminatory attitudes towards 

people with HIV as the percentage of persons with discriminatory attitudes who have 

no education is more than twice that of persons with secondary education or more. 

Discriminatory attitudes among females aged 15-49 ranges from 91.5 percent for 

those with no education, decreases through primary (89.3%), secondary (78.9%) then 

more than secondary (44.8%). Across type of sex, discriminatory attitudes among 

males aged 15-49 with no education is 90.0 percent, compared to 86.8 percent for 

those with primary education, 73.6 percent for secondary education and 43.4 percent 

among those with secondary or more education. 

Discriminatory attitudes towards people with HIV decreases with wealth. It is highest 

among females aged 15-49 with the lowest wealth quintile (91.3%), followed by those 

in the second (88.1%), middle (83.3%), fourth (73.5%) and those in the highest quintile 

(63.7%), recording the lowest percentage. For males, 84.9 percent in the lowest 

quintile have the highest discriminatory attitudes towards people with HIV compared 
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to those in the second (79.5%), middle (73.8%), fourth (71.3%) and the highest quintile 

(52.7%). 

The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) released these statistics on International Zero 

Discriminatory Day on 1st March 2024 which is being commemorated under the theme 

“Save lives: Decriminalise”.  

The 2022 GDHS Report can be downloaded from https://statsghana.gov.gh/ and the 

microdata from https://statsghana.gov.gh/gssdatadownloadspage.php.   

 

About the Ghana Statistical Service 

The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) provides comprehensive, reliable, quality, 

relevant, accurate and timely statistical information to guide national development 

as stipulated in Section 3 of the Statistical Service Act, 2019 (Act 1003).  

The organisation’s vision is to be a trusted provider of official statistics for good 

governance and its mission being the efficient collection, production, management, 

and dissemination of quality official statistics based on international standards, using 

competent and motivated staff for evidence-based decision-making, in support of 

national development.  

The Statistical Service produces monthly and quarterly data on important economic 

indicators such as inflation, Consumer Price Index (CPI), Producer Price Index (PPI), 

and Gross Domestic Product (GDP). GSS also regularly generates periodic population, 

housing, demographic and economic data at the locality, district, and national levels 

from routine surveys and censuses. The statistics generated by GSS is utilised by a wide 

cross-section of users including the public sector, businesses, academia, civil society 

organisations and development partners. For more information on the statistics 

generated by GSS visit www.statsghana.gov.gh.   
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